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T. —Forrren Porrries. 


The Parsdarshak, of the 13th November, says that the British merchants 


hay Wide became very glad at the annexation of Burmah, 


without reckoning upon the difficulty of 
pacifying the country. They did not understand how difficult it would be to 


subdue an independent nation. They have occupied the country, but they have 
not been able to possess the hearts of the Burmese. Rebels coming from 
all quarters have made the position of the English one of extreme danger. 
The Commander-in-Chief has been sent to Burmah, but it is doubtful 
whether he will be able to deprive the Burmese mountaineers of their 
independence. Vast sums are being spent from the revenues of India, and 
who knows how much more will be spent? The blood of the people of India 
is being sucked dry for increasing the income of British merchants, and their 
lives are being sacrificed for serving the interests of the English nation. 
This is great injustice. 

2. The Gari, of the 17th November, says that in going to introduce 


peace and civilization in Burmah, England 
ne has been forced to own the sapeemneay of 
China. Like Burmah, she has agreed to pay tribute to China every ten 
years. ‘This is humiliating to the proud English. They have put up with 
it because they have not as yet forgotten the defeat which the French 
lately suffered at the hands of the uncivilized Chinese. But the English 
are trying to take as much revenge as they can. The treaty between England 
and China was named Anglo-Chinese convention, but lest any one should 


= €§=©think that civilized England has formed an alliance with uncivilized China, 


the name of the treaty has been changed into Burmah-China treaty. 
3. The same paper says that neither the Governor-General himself 
Setetain® nor the Commander-in-Chief, has ventured to 


sleep at night in the palace at Mandalay. 
This shows how far the English have succeeded in subduing the people. 


Many plans are being made for this purpose, but unfortunately none is 
being attended with success. The same crooked policy by which the 
English succeeded in establishing their power in India will now be resorted to. 
The English are now trying to bribe the turbulent Shan tribe of Burmah. 
4. The Sahkachar, of the 17th November, says that it has always 
ok stated that Lord Dufferin will place himeelf as 
well as Indians in great difficulties, on account 
of the war with Burmah owing to his vanity and want of foresight. If Lord 
Dufferin had endeavoured to attained his ends by seiting up a Burmese prince 
on the throne of Burmah, according to the advice of native papers, Govern- 
ment as well as natives would not have been placed in such difficulties. Refer- 
ring to Government’s putting the estimated annual cost of maintaining seven- 
teen thousand troops in Burmah at 30 lakhs of rupees in the budget prepared 
by it, the writer says that a cost which will amount to more than 300 lakhs 
has been estimated at 30 lakhs. -Though the number of troops in India 
does not amount to 200,000, the annual cost of maintaining them is 20 
crores of rupees. Even in thisproportion, and taking no account of allowances, 
&c., the cost of maintaining 17,000 troops amounts to two crores of rupees. 
When the falseness of the estimate will be detected, (Government will say 
that in the budget the salaries of the troops, which are of course being paid 
from the Indian treasury, bas not been included, but only the additional 
allowances that are being given to them for taking them to Burmahb. 
But how many people in England will take notice of this? Anglo- 


Indians do not trouble themselves about accounts. The native 
editors are protesting.’ It is mo wonder that the Commissioner 
Smith or the Lieutenant-Governor should condemn native papers. But 
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if they or their brethren had to pay anything, they would understand wh 

the natives are a os-ages 9 he world sees what sort of people th e 
are whom the English call dacoits. The English Government is discredit. 
ing itself by persisting in calling the Burmese dacoits. The editor bas 
never considered Lord Dufferin to be a great Statesman. The Writer 
believes that those who have passed their lives in the diplomatic service 
cannot be great statesmen. Lord Dufferin was not able to win; 


tion by administering a small country hike Canada. The writer h "fee 


said, since Lord Dufferin’s arrival in India, that he will not ey ip 


. : fren © aes ; able to 
win reputation by his administration of this vast empire. The writer did 


not protest when Lord Dufferin made military preparations for deposing 
Theebaw. But the writer found out that Lord Dufferin had fallen intoa 
great error when he attempted to deprive the Burmese of their independ. 
ence. The diplomatic Viceroy has now understood what an error he has 
committed. It is doubtful whether Burmah will be occupied in three o; 
four years. The English Government isin a very awkward situation. It 
cannot abandon Burmah, yet it is not able to occupy it. The Burmese are 
causing great trouble to the English Government by adopting the guerilla 
system of warfare. Common officers and soldiers alone are not dying in this 
war. General Macpherson has died of disease by going to Burmah. Now 
Lord Dufferin and his ministers have come to their senses. They are now 
seeing that native editors protested against the annexation in a friendly spirit. 
England has no cause of anxiety if Indian blood and treasure are spent. 
Still the English public has been made uneasy. The news of the death of 
General Macpherson has made even the Tories uneasy. The faith of many 
in Lord Dufferin’s Burmese policy has been shaken. The clamour of 
Indians did not bring Lord Dufferin to bis senses. But the agitation 
of the English public will make him uneasy. Lord Dufferin is sorely 
perplexed. Otherwise why should he send the second General in the English 
Empire to Burmah which he expected to conquer without any difficulty ? 
The disturbances which Sir Frederick Roberts has been sent to put down 
cannot be disturbances caused by a few dacoits, but the struggle of a whole 
nation for independence. Lord Dufferin has surely understood this now ; 
but he has not the power of putting down the disturbances in. Burmah 
soon. In order to please the English public, Lord Dufferin will lavishly 
spend Indian blood and treasure. It being so, Indians will suffer extreme- 
ly. The writer knows how much Indians have suffered from the first two 
Burmese wars. They will suffer at least twenty times more from the 
present Burmese war. An empire will suffer so greatly on account of the 
error made by a single person. Can Indians forgive that person ? 

5. The Samaya, of the 19th November, says that Clive fought no battle, 


Sie for the battle of Plassey is only a show and 


a conspiracy. After the battle, Mussulman 
Nawabs were set up who possessed no real powers, but only obtained allow- 


ances. At last those allowances are going to be stopped. Bengal—nay 
India—has been conquered in this way. Burmah also should have been 
conquered in this way. If Prince Myengoon had been set up on the throne 
of Burmah after Theebaw had been deposed, so much blood and treasure would 
not have been spent, and yet Burmah would have been really. conquered. 
Napoleon surrendered himeelf to the English in the hope of obtaining justice. 
But he had to pass his life in the island of St. Helena. Theebaw surrendered 
himself to the English, who have sent him to prison. Everybody knows how 
Dhuleep Singh has been treated by the En glish. Everywhere the English con- 
querors bave show a mean spirit and made arrangements for obtaining money. 
They have never had the feelings of heroes. They have always conducted 
wars in a mercantile spirit. A war with Russia is imminent. But no prepara 
tions are being made for this. Only subsidies are being paid to the Am! 
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The military officers instead of becoming full of ardour are eager to take fur- 
lough for saving their lives. There are no conspirators in Burmah ready to 
make the English rulers of the country. The writer would not have pro- 
tested if Burmeh had been annexed by a Mussulman nation. But such 
conduct 18. unworthy of Christians. England has not made it her 
object, like Babylon, Greece, and Rome, to conquer countries. Trade is her 
object. But English trade will not prosper in Burmab,. The Burmese, who 
wear silk cloths, will not purchase Manchester cloths. Let her desist from 
fighting with the Burmese by thinking of what has happened in Egypt, 
the Soudan, Afghanistan, and Thibet, or Jet her establish peace by setting 
up a Burmese as a feudatory prince on the throne of Burmah. 
6. The Sanjtoant, of the ys pay hears that the Commander- 
ia ti til ,, -Chief has been sent to Burmah with un- 
ee eae ” limited powers for subduing the Burmese by 
whatever means he thinks fit. Is he not to take any advice from the Chief 
Commissioner ? Will the Burmese race be extirpated then ?P 


7. The Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 22nd November, says that 


Burmah. if martial lawis proclaimed in Burmah the 


3 sufferings of the Burmese will greatly increase. 
Everybody admits that the difficulties in Burmah will be at an end if 


Theebaw is restored to his throne. But such a measure will diminish 
British prestige. The Burmese believe that if they can fight for some time 
longer the English will be obliged to abandon their country. 
8. The same paper ~ wo the English are blaming Lord 
| saad tli utferin for appointing Sir Charles Bernard 
ea beak and the temeur ruler of Burmah; bot natives think that 
a a _Zuierin's contemplated the English Government has in some measure 
expiated for the sin done by it in occupying 
Burmah by appointing Sir Charles as its ruler. The English showed the utmost 
cruelty in Burmah. But when they saw that the devilish policy only made 
the Burmese more fierce and fearless, they changed it. Referring to the 
rumour that Lord Dufferin will see Theebaw at Ratnagiri, the writer says that 
if he does so, he will show, as he has shown by the appointment of Sir Charles 
Bernard as ruler of Burmah, that his heart has not yet become hard like 
stone. But the writer does not believe that Lord Dufferin will go to Theebaw 
toask his advice about the means of establishing peace in Burmah. 


SaNJIVANI, 
Nov. 20th, 1886. 


ANANDA BazaR 
PATRIKA, 


Nov. 22nd. 1886. 


Avarpa Bagak 
PaTRIKA. 


Lord Dufferin has now perceived his mistake. But he will not ask — 


Theebaw’s advice about the means of establishing peace in Burmah, as 
this will amount to admitting that he has committed an error. He will not 
also hold out any hopes to Theebaw of his restoration to his throne for the 
same reason. He will console Tneebaw in any other way he can. 
9. The Sdr Sudhdnidhs, of the 22nd November, says that it is not 
sien probable that the difficulties in Burmah will 
be soon at an end when 80 or 90 persons 
have laid claims to the Burmese throne. The English should yet abandon 
the country by getting up a Burmese prince on the throne. 


‘10. The Burdwan Sanjivant, of the 23rd November, says that the sonvwan suxsvam, 
grateful Hindus will never forget the good 


Russia and England. 


which the English have done to them by 
delivering them from the oppressions of the Mahomedans. Had 
Mahomedan rule continued a little longer, no trace of the Hindu reli- 
gion would have been left. The ancient works of Hindus are now 
being translated and published with great labour by Government. Many 
young men are now of opinion that British rule is oppressive, and 
Many native newspapers also are urging Government to quarrel with 


fan SUDHANIDEI, 
Nov. 22nd, 1886. 


Nov. 28rd, 1886. 


“x ) 
Se 


DalINIk, 
Nov. 24th, 1886. 
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Russia, in the expectation that they will be avenged if the En 
defeat. The English have defeated the Burmese Kin 
battle, and have not robbed him of his Kingdom. But the dap , 
with which they are beset in Burmah have become a source of satisfaction 
to many. Many wish to enjoy the fun of a struggle between the Enclict 
and the Russians. But those who hope to gain amusement from , 
quarrel between Russia and England should bear in mind that crores of | 
rupees have been already spent in the mere preparation for war. If 
the war takes place, money will be spent like water, and will be exacted — 
from the natives by sucking dry their life-blood. England will 
never bear the cost of the war, but new taxes will be imposed on the 
natives to meet it. God forbid, if the Russians be able to take possession 
of India, the misery of the people will know no bounds. The Ozar je q 
despot. The Russian empire is ruled according to his own sweet 
will, and even the editors of newspapers are guided by it. Emperor Aley. 
ander banished the first poet of Russia for having advocated an Opinion 
opposed to his own. Corruption is so prevalent in courts that justice 
is, as it were, sold to the highest bidder. The people have no firm 
faith in their religion. It isa mistake to think that taxation in British 
India is heavier than that in Russia ; but the truth is that taxation in Russia 
is equally heavy, and in some cases heavier. The bappiness which the | 
people have been enjoying under British rule has led them to seek 
greater happiness; but like Rasselas in the story, they will have 
to return to their native country after travelling over the whole 
world in vain. This reminds the writer of the story of frogs asking 
Jupiter fora king. The writeris of opinion that the discontent of the 
natives will ultimately bring about their ruin. It is unwise toforman 
opinion of the character of the English nation from the conduct of a few 
narrowminded Jurasians. The English are civilized, and are possessed 
of some rare qualities. They have no desire to harm the natives. | 
Hindus also are always grateful and loyal, so that there is no cause of 
enmity between the two nations. Moreover, long intercourse between the 
natives and the English has made each nation acquainted with the nature 
and character of the other, so that the natives will not obtain so much 
favour from any other nation as from the English. guy 

ll. The Daintk, of the 24th November, says that the political 


ie wl _ horizon appears to be extremely cloudy. Lord 
‘ : Dufferin will have to act with great firmness 
at this critical moment. The situation in Burmah is becoming more and 


more perilous. The rebels are fighting with redoubled zeal. The English 
are trying to suppress correct information about Burmah,. but in vain. 
Sir Frederick Roberts will either have to sacrifice himself, or to inaugurate 
a reign of terror in Burmah, in the same way as he did in Afghanistan. 
The Burmese are sacrificing their lives, yet they do not submit to the 
English. The English have become the rulers, as it were, of an extensive 
desert. Yet for the sake of prestige the English cannot set up a Burmese 
prince on the throne. This idea of prestige led the English to undertake 
the Cabul war and to suck dry the life-blood of the natives of India; this 
idea also prevents their evacuation of Egypt. Dangers threaten the English 
not only in the east, but also in Afghanistan, where the Ghilzais have risen 10 
rebellion against the Amir. The English will have to take part in this affair 
for the sake of prestige. The quarrel with Russia about the Afghan 
boundary has not yet been settled; and from the situation in Bulgaria * 
does not appear that it will be settied within a short time. Some Englieh- 
men have again raised the cry of extending English commerce in 42 


— Lnglish suffer 
- in the field of 


? 
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The Thibetans, it is said, are anxious for English rule, and itis the conspiracy 
of a few persons which has defeated the object of 


| Mr. Macaulay’s mission. 
The writer hopes that Lord Dufferin will not pay any attention to the. state- 
ments of these men. 


IT.—Home ApMtnistRation. 


(a)— Police. 


12, The Sanjivant, of the 20th November, says that in his Resolution 


, ag eee enone er on the Police. Report for 1885 His Honour 
tion 0 e Lieutenant-Goyr- : . 
an os t he Police Report for 1885. the Lieutenant-Governor has not mentioned 


the number and the salaries of Superin- 
tendents and Assistant Superintendents of Police, who have to work ve 


little but who get ample remuneration, and that the public have not shes 
been able to know how much money is spent for the maintenance of those 
officers. ‘The report states that during the year under report four cases of 
torture were proved against the police and three were dismissed 
as false. Police officers are notorious for corruption and oppression. 
Because only four cases were proved against them for oppression 
and six for extortion, no one will believe that they have become honest, 
peaceful, and virtuous. Everyone knows that the police officers of Bengal, 
with the exception of a very few, are corrupt, and are disposed to 
practise oppression on any pretext whatsoever. In 1885, 41,117 cases 
of theft were tried, and of these in 18,075 cases the stolen property was 
found out. In acase tried at Midnapore a native Barrister cross-examined 
the witnesses for 38 days. In the course of the trial the witnesses 
made many contradictory statements, and the Judge therefore could not 
come to any decision in the case. Enraged at this, the Sessions Judge 
of Midnapore, and: afterwards the lLieutenant-Governor himseh, who is 
always unforbearing in such matters, reported to the High Court against 
the Barrister, but no native Barrister has as yet been punished for havin 

incurred the displeasure of Government. Dacoities were committed in 
Bankoorah, Beerbhoom, Dinagepore, Darjeeling, Moorshedubad, Manbhoom, 
and Pubna, but the police officers have not been able to get the offenders 
punished, It will be seen that almost in all instances the police officers 
cannot conduct dacoity cases with-ability. This shows that in these cases 
the police officers bring before the Court any persons they please without 
examining whether they are the real offenders or not; and as a necessary 
consequence they have to fabricate evidence against these men, which 
cannot stand the test of cross-examination, and so the prisoners. are 
acquitted. This is a great reproach to the police officers. From the 
Resolution of the Lieutenant-Governor it appears that 993 per cent. of 
the Inspectors, 98% per cent. of the Sub-Inspectors, 79 percent. of the 
Head-constables, Ah 27 per cent. of the Constables are educated men. If by 
an “educated man” be meant one who has received high education, then it 
will be found that the number of such men is very small, even among the 
Inspectors ; but if the expression means one who knows how to read and 
write only, then His Honour is all right. Itisa reproach to the police 
service that there are no educated men in it, and the writer does not 
know when Government will be able to remove the cause of this reproach. 


18. A correspondent of the Dainik, of.the 24th November, says that 


| | though Mr. Tayler, the late Magistrate of 
“alah Mchar Singh of Bankoorsh. = Niuddea, was rather severely dealt with, yet he 


has not given u p his habit of showing great partiality to his countrymer. Much 
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oppression is being practised in the District of Bankoorah during his 


incumbency as Magistrate. There are some indigo-planters jp this 
district. ey have recently taken the farm of the pergunnah of 


Raipore from the proprietor, and greatly oppressed the poor tenants by 
hauling them before criminal courts and by harassing them in various ways 
There is a feeling of antagonism between the planters and the ryots, It i, 
believed that Rajah Mohar Singh has taken the side of the poor tenants 
A short time age a mugdi in the service of a planter complained before the 
police that some men, acting under orders of the Rajah, had entered his 
house at night and assaulted the inmates. The police sent these men p 
for trial, and they were convicted. Warrant was also issued for arresting the 
Rajah, who was absent from his house. One night the Police Superintendent 
and Mr. Ross, a planter, tried to enter the palace of the Rajah. The Ranees 
began to scream in terror. Two of the old maid servants came out 
and in a firm voice informed the European gentlemen that if they 
entered their house the Ranees would commit suicide, and so they 
desisted from the attempt. The Rajah was, however, arrested one night 
in his bed at Banshban, the residence of his scn-in-law. At the 
time of the arrest the Rajah was suffering greatly from fever, Imme. 
diately after the arrest he was taken to the district head-quarters and 
placed in custody by the orders of the Magistrate. There were many 
at the place who were quite willing to stand security for the Rajah; but 
Mr. Tayler was nowhere to be found. After giving the order of placing the 
Rajah in custody, he had gone to dine with a planter about two miles 
away. At the trial of the Rajah, however, nothing was proved against him, 
and so he was released. Not satisfied with this result, the District Superin- 
tendent of Police brought a charge against him, alleging that great difficulty 
had been experienced in arresting him. The Rajah was again brought before 
the Court, but the Deputy Magistrate was obliged to allow him to appear by 
a proxy, because the Rajah’s health was extremely bad. The Superintendent 
of Police did not rest here. He immediately appointed the Rajah a 
special constable. The writer hears that the Rajah has left the place, 
and that the Superintendent has sent warrants in every direction to get 
him arrested. On the night the Rajah was arrested at Banshban, his 
porter died suddenly. It has not yet transpired whether the man has died 
of rupture of the spleen. The editor draws the attention of Government 
to this story of oppression given by his correspondent. Government should 
remember that the oppression practised by its subordinate officers casts a 
stain on its fair fame. | 


(b)— Working of the Courts. ie 


14. The Paridarshak, of the 138th November, hears that the Sessions 
Judge of Sylhet is in the habit of sending to 
the pounds andeven shooting goats and cows 
grazing on Mana Rai’s tilla. Two goats have been killed, two or three 
are on the point of death, and a cow has narrowly escaped, because the 
Judge missed his aim. Cannot the Judge be prosecuted under section 
426 of the Indian Penal Code? Such conduct in a Judge is extremely 
blameable. | 
15. The Sehachar, of the 17th November, says that it would no 
The Deputy Magistrate Jagabundhu have been sorry if a Deputy Magistrate like 
Khan. Jagabandhu Khan had been dismissed. 
16. The Hindu Ranjiké, of the 17th November, says that His 
eros : Honour the Lieutenant-Governor has 
Bhole, M2! Deputy Magistrate of Hended the model Deputy Magistrate of 
Bhola for one year, and has ordered that 


The Sessions Judge of Sylhet. 
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should never be appointed sub-divisional officer in future. The writer is of 

opinion that the Deputy Magistrate has not been adequately punished. Men 

like him should not be allowed to sit on the Bench. a 
17. The Rungpore Dikprakdsh, of the 18th November, would hav 


been glad had the Lieutenant-Governor 


Babeo degetvendha Aben, dismissed Jagatbandhu Khan instead of 


suspending him for a year. 

18. The Sanjtvant, of the 20th November, hears from the Statesman 
that Mr. Knight, a traveller in Cashmere lately 
arrived from Europe, has shot a man dead. 
The offender says that he shot at a deer, but that the bullet being obstructed 
by a mountain changed its course and shot the man dead. On a post-mortem 
examination of the body it was found that the bullet had pierced through 
his head from one end to the other. A bullet which had been obstructed by 
the mountain could never have so much force as to pierce through the skull 
ofa man. Captain Ramsay, the English Commissioner of Ladak, after 
enquiring into the cause of the death of the man and taking the deposition 
on oath of Mr. Knight, and the depositions of two witnesses, has given him 
permission to go out of Cashmere, without expressing any opinion as to 
the cause of death. 

19. The same paper publishes the following deposition of the com- 
plainant in the deer case at Jalpaiguri:— 
Ramed Panday, on solemn _ affirmation, 
states :—“* On Saturday last, at about 8 p.m., Doctor Shaheb assaulted me by 


A man shot by a European. 


The deer case at Jalpaignri. 


catching my ear by his left hand, and giving me a kick by his left foot in - 


his bunglow on my thigh. I had taken a letter of Mohesh Baboo’s to 
Doctor Shaheb regarding a deer. I said the deer was Mohesh Baboo’s ; the 
Doctor Shaheb said it was his. I told him that there was a distinguishing 
mark, viz., that of a cut at its hind foot. The Doctor Shaheb said the mark 
of the cut occurred while the deer was in his home. I then told him there 
were Other distincuishing marks, or which he assaulted me. I have no marks 
of the beating, nor did I lodge information in the thana.” 

The following is the judgment of the Deputy Magistrate, Baboo 
Rajendra Nath Rai:—“I consider this to be an absolutely frivolous 
case. The charge of assault is covered by the deponent section 952, 
Indian Penal Code; but he adds another charge to it, viz. that 
of voluntarily causing grievous hurt by dangerous weapons or means— 
section 826, Indian Penal Code. I cannot believe that this is the result of 
ignorance, inasmuch as Mohesh Baboo himself is a member of the Bar at 
Jalpaiguri ; so that the complainant commences with a lie, andthen again it 
is noteworthy that the plaintiff did not lodge any information in the thana 
at the outset. His present action therefore is, in my opinion, an after-thought, 
calculated to establish a claim to the coveted deer. 

I do not further believe the plaintiff's allegation that, as soon as 
he said there were other marks, the Doctor Shaheb assaulted him, 
I think the plaintiff is suppressing something in the chain of his story at this 
stage, He must have been impertinent, insolent, or some such thing ; and 
if the Doctor Shaheb had given the plaintiff such slight touches up as a 

0X on the ear, or a light kick on the side of the plaintiff’s foot to save 
his property, he commits no actionable wrong. The plaintiff ought to be civil 
(which I ‘suspect from his incoherent story he was not). I reject the 
application under section 203, Indian Penal Code.” The fact is that 
Mohesh Baboo did not attend court on that day, but a common mohurir 
by mistake wrote section 336 for 328. Could not the Deputy Magistrate 
ascertain from the deposition of the complainant under what section the 
case was to be tried ? If not, how can it be said that he was competent 
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to perform the duties of a Deputy Magistrate? It is sufficient if, 
complainant can only state the circumstances of the case : it is the duty of 
the Court to ascertain the offence. The Deputy Magistrate acain any, 
that as the complainant did not lodge information im the thana, and g, his 
statements are false. Itis surprising to see that the Deputy Magistrat, 
does not know what offences are cognizable by the police. How does Govern. 
ment entertain the services of a Deputy Magistrate who does not know this? 
It is surprising to see the remark of the Deputy Magistrate that if any slight 
offence was really committed by the Doctor Shaheb for the protection of his 
property, he committed no actionable wrong. This remark is relevant in q 
civil suit, but the Deputy Ta. a has given ample proof of his erndation 
by applying it in the trial ofa criminal case. The writer cannot help 
making another remark. Without hearing the statement of the defendant o, 
taking any evidence at all, how could the Deputy Magistrate know that the 
deer belonged to so and so? Perhaps he knew every thing by his 
oceult powers. In trying to save the Doctor Shaheb the Deputy 

istrate became greatly embarassed, and so he sometimes said that the 
plaintiff was impertinent, and at others that he was not civil. Who tried 
to establish a claim to the coveted deer ? Mohesh Baboo himself, or the 
Panday ? The Panday is not to blame, forhe isa servant. Did not the 
Deputy Magistrate hesitate to make such an accusation against Mohesh 
Baboo ? Mohesh Baboo himself is an educated man, and he is descended 
from a respectable family. One of his brothers, Dwari Baboo, is a Pleader 
of the Dacca Judge’s Court : another Aditya Baboo is the Munsif of Cutwa. 


- His paternal ancle, the late Ram Durlabha Baboo, was the Government 


Pleader of Mymensingh. Is it possible for such a respectable man to use 
such tricks for getting the possession of a deer? Three cheers to the 
Deputy Magistrate! Three cheers for his occult vision ! 


20. The Bhdratbasi, of the 20th November, says that the strange | 


decision of Mr. Peterson, the Sessions Judge 
oe of Purnea, in the Burnell case shows now 
mofussil officials do wrong under the pretence of doing justice. The 
faith of the people in Government is being shaken by such injustice. 
Thirteen men would have undeservedly suffered two years’ imprisonment but 
for the High Court. The writer cannot understand why these people have 
been sentenced even to two months’ imprisonment. A fine of Rs. 5 or Rs. 6 
is sufficient for simple assault, and specially for simple assault under provo- 
cation. Men are every day fined Rs. 10 to Rs. 20 for graver offences in the 
police Courts of Calcutta. The High Court has not probably let off the 
accused with a fine lest the Sessions Judge should be discredited. Itis 
probably for maintaining the prestige of Englishmen that the Huglishmas, 
the Indian Daily News, and Mr. Peterson were eager for the rigorous 
imprisonment of 18 persons for two years for beating an English indigo- 
planter. But they do not consider that such acts are destroying British 
prestige. Government should try to prevent such acts of injustice. 


21. The same paper says that many cases are postponed in the 


J ine go, al 
pecciabuseh of stings Miles Calcutta Small Cause Court. It being 80, 


to the Calcutta Small Cause Court increase in the number of Judges is neces 
and the new rules about the conduct 


of its business. sary. If Government cannot appoint Judge 


on large salaries, let it appoint one or tW0 
able Munsifs or Subordinate 


Judges as Judges of the Court. The rules 
made by the High Court for the conduct of the business of the Small 


Cause Court have proved rather a source of inconvenience than of ¢o0- 


venience. The present arrangement leads to great crowding and nove 
which causes great inconvenience both to the parties and pleaders. The 
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mle that-the party which gets a case postponed will not have to pay costs 
to the other party which does not want postponement is unjust. 


92. The Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 22nd November, says that  awawma Basan 


Magistrates, justice would not have been done if the "sry y 
we — — Meee Deputy Magistrate Jagabandhu Khan had re 
been dismissed. But the powers of the Magistrates are so large that because 


Indians are not naturally wicked such offences as have been committed 
by Jagabandhu Khan are not committed by many Deputy Magistrates. 
The conferring of such large powers upon Magistrates not only leads to 
oppression of natives, but also compels Government to disgrace itself by 
showing partiality to guilty civilians, It being so, the law which leads 
to the oppression of hundreds of thousands of people by Magistrates 
is more blameworthy than the conduct of Jagabandhu Khan. 


(d)— Education. 


23. The Surabhi and Patdékd, of the 18th November, will be glad sonsears Parana, 


) ) ion’ = Nov. 18th, 1886. 
seimst egpetateh f uailves os if the Director of Public Instruction’s recom- ov. 18h. 1 


Inspectors of Schools and the reduce. mendations that natives should be employed 
tion of the salaries of the high educa- 


tional officers. more largely as Inspectors of Schools, and that 
the salaries of the high educational officers 

should be reduced, are adopted. Those who have seen how Baboo Bhudeb 

Mukerjea, Baboo Radhikaprasanna Mukerjea, Baboo Brahmamohun Mullick, 

and Baboo Dinanath Sen have discharged their duties must admit that they 

are in no way inferior to English Inspectors. 

24. The Samaya, of the 19th November, says that when the desire of samara, 
ae becoming gentlemen is so strong that low- ‘ov #1886. 

- castemen are abandoning their ancestral pro- 

fessions and receiving high education it is not to be expected that men 

belonging to respectable families will learn industries. If Government 

wants to introduce technical education for abolishing high education, natives 

will never approve of the spread of technical education. If Government 

pays exclusive attention to technical education, the country will become full 

of smiths and carpenters, as it is now full of clerks and pleaders. Both high 

and technical education are now necessary io the country. Technical 

education should be imparted in patshalas or in better institutions of that 

class. When people have become accustomed to that education it may be 

introduced into the University. No good will be derived if the work of 

giving technical education is conducted in the way in which the work of the 

Calcutta Arts School is now being conducted. 

25. The Sansodhtnt, of the 19th November, proposes that the cer- _“a™sopam, 
tificates given to the successful candidates “''* 
ac crtificates for the vernacular scho- in the vernacular scholarship examination 
Sess cease should contain the father’s name of the candi- 

date and his place of residence. At present the name of the candidate and 

that of the school he appears from. are only mentioned. This affords facilities 

for false personation; and the writer hears that some men have become 

mukhtears by presenting certificates of other persons. 


(e)\—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. . 
96. The Dacca Gazette, of the 22nd November, says that the rate Dasocs Pasrass, | 
payers should bear in mind that no improve- ‘or #4, 180. 
ments can be effected in any municipality 
without money. The pecuniary position of the Dacca Municipality is not 
satisfactory and the Commissioners therefore proposed to revise the assessment 
on houses which had been made ten years ago. Agreeably to this proposal 
they issued notices to the rate payers requesting them to send statements 
of the areas and rents of their respective houses, and appointed an 
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assessor for the purpose. More than 500 forms’ were filled in by the rate. 


payers and sent to the Commissioners; but unfortunately most of the 
ratepayers are uneducated and look to their own interests only. An ‘Opposi- 
tion was raised, and dn application signed by 8,000 ratepayers, among whom 
were the two Nawabs of Dacca, was sent to the Magistrate. The Magis. 
trate immediately gave orders that until further orders the work of assess. 
ment of the house-tax should be postponed. After this Baboo Ananda 
Chandra Rai, the worthy Chairman of the Dacca Municipality, wrote a lop 


letter to the Mag(strate showing that the objections of the rate payers were 


groundless, and that the orders of the Magistrate were improper. The papers 


were sent to the Lieutenant-Governor, who confirmed the orders of the 
Magistrate so far as these related to the imposition of & tax on houses age. 
cording to their areas, but as to other matters he did not wish to interfere, 
Fortunately Mr. Larminie, the Divisional Commissioner, supported the Muni- 
cipality, otherwise who knows what the results would have been? The ag. 
sessment has been again begun, but great injury has been done -to the 


municipality by its work being postponed for two months. Is it not 


proper to decide in competent court as to whether Government has any 
power to repeal sections 99 and 100 of the Municipal Act? 


27. It appears to the Samvdd Prdbhdkar, of the 24th N 


: 


ovember, 


silent i Cliaite that the Government of India is not only 


despotic, but also whimsical. The rulers are 
indeed responsible for what they do, but they do everything according to 
their whims. They never follow a fixed line of policy. The subordinate 


officers always cry ditto to Mr. Burke. The policy of Government changes — 


with the character of the rulers, One day it pleased a Viceroy to think 
that the nativé papers were seditious. All the officers cried ditto to 
him, and in 24 hours the Gagging Act was passed. Lord Ripon introduced 
the system of Local Self-Government. Those of the civilians who were 
greatly opposed to the system obeyed his will and extended the operation 
of Self-Government in spite of their dislike to it. If Lord Dufferin says 
to-morrow tbat the country is not fit for Self-Government, all the civilians 


will immediately raise the cry that it should not be introduced into India — 


at all. Sir Richard Temple granted Self-Government to Calcutta, and 
tiie Commissioners have as yet done nothing, for which their powers of Self- 
Government ought to be curtailed. But Sir Rivers Thompson has got a whim. 
He will not listen to arguments. He is trying to deprive the people of Cal- 


cutta of some of the powers vested in them by Sir Richard Temple. His — 


term of office is about to expire, and so he has become very anxious to gain 
his end by any means whatsoever. 


28. A correspondent of the Dainik, of the 25th November, complains 


that a dustrbin has been placed by the 
The dust-bin in front of No. 24, 


Kepalitola Street, Caloutts. Calcutta Municipality in front of his house’ 


No, 24, Kapalitola Street, Calcutta, to bis 
great annoyance. He complained to the Chairman, and the Road Overseer 
came to inspect the position of the bin. The position of the bin was 
not changed, because, in the opinion of the overseer, that-was the best post 
tion for it, nor could the Municipality, it was observed, suffer the incon- 
venience for the benefit of a single person. ‘The complainant has. been 


subjected to such oppression because he is poor and helpless; and -he bas 
been obliged to institute a suit against the municipality. 


(f)— Questions affecting the land . 


29. A correspondent of the Burdwan Sanjtvant, of the 28rd 


Loe __ November, says that on the previous Saturday 
of Bardvo, institutions of the Eajah about 150 poor men did not get’ alms from 


the charitable institutions of Burdwan, ‘The 


t 
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misery of the hungry children of these beggars, who began to cry aloud 
when they saw their parents weep, and who repeatedly begged alms from 
durwans, excited great pity in the minds of the spectators. Though the 
authorities have heard of the unjust orders of Mr. Reily, and though the 


Collector of Burdwan himself expressed his dissent from these orders, the - 


grievances of the poor people have not as yet been redressed. What is the 
cause of this? The writer has seen Mr. Reily catch fish from the Delkosh 
pond. Mr. Reily could have caught fish from any other pond ; but every one 
knows for what purpose fish has been kept in this pond. It was the express 
order of the Maharajah not to allow the fish of this pond to be caught. 


(a) —Ratlways and communications, including Canals and Irrigation. 


30. A-correspondent of the Daiik, of the 21st November, com- 
plains of the inconvenience that has been 
caused to inhabitants of Protaptap and 
certain other villages situated within the local limits of the juris- 
diction of thanas Bhagabanpore and Pottaspore im the district of 
Midnapore by the silting up of the canals. As a consequence of this 
the surplus rain-water has not as yet been drained out, and the houses of 
the villagers are still under water. Crops have been destroyed by the floods, 
and the greater part of what still remains will be lost at the time of harvest 
if the water does not subside in the fields. The main canal for letting 
out water extends from Hijli to Balikhai, ana there are six or seven branch 
canals; but these have become entirely filled up witn silt; and three-fourths 
of the depth of the main canal also have been filled up. The result of this was 
that on the 15th Ashin last streams of flood-water from the west came in 
tremendous force and levelled down the houses of the inhabitants. The 
water has not as yet subsided. If the canals are not dredged, the poor 
inhabitants will be ruined. Government should promptly make inquiry into 
the matter and make arrangements for dredging the canals, otherwise 
cultivation will-be stopped. 


Necessity for clearing canals. 


(h)—General. 


81. The Paridarshak, of the 13th November, says that no good will 
be done by depriving poor clerks, duftrees, 
and punkha-pullers of their bread, and in 
Assam specially no saving is likely to be made by this means ; but the 
Finance Committee can do great good to the country if it turns its attention 
to the upper grades of the public service. The larger the number 
of the governed, the greater is the responsibility of the rulers. In 
the valley of the Brahmaputra the number of people in some of the districts 
is so small that the Deputy Commissioners have very little to do. 
If districts are to be formed according to their population, then the 
seven districts adjacent to Sylhet together contain as much population as 


The Finance Committee. 


Sylhet alone, and they can therefore be amalgamated and form one district ; 


and if local area be the standard of dividing a province into districts, then 
also can these seven districts be made into four districts, each as large as 
Sylhet. “‘'hus Government may be relieved of the cost of maintaining 
three Deputy Commissioners and their establishments, The writer thinks 
that the latter principle of division suits Assam better. The province 
of Assam may be divided into seven districts, and thus considerable savings 
may be effected. : 

32. The same paper says that the work of registration has so much 
increased under the Assam Land and Revenue 
Regulation that it has become impossible for 
the Sub-Registrars to perform their duties. Great inconvenience is being 


Registration offices in Assam. 


felt by the people. The writer therefore requests the Inspector-General of 
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Registration either to entrust the Post Masters with the duty 
or to employ Rural Sub-Registrars in the province. 


wepers. pleasant truths, they have incurred the 
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of [Ogistration 


83. The Hindu Ranjikd, of the 17th November, says that because the 


The officials and the native news- have newspapers do not fear to state uL- 


pleasure of the officials, and specially of = 


civilians. The officials often threaten to destroy the independence of the 


press, and they bad actually destroyed it at the time of Lord Lytton 
In the opinion of the officials the native newspapers dono good to the 


country. If the native newspapers were not in the habit of stat 


unpleasant truth, they would never have become an eyesore to the officials 
and Mr. Smith would not have made his cutting remarks on the native news. 
papers of the Presidency Division. But the Commissioner has missed his 
aim : his shafts are regarded by the native papers as gurlands of flowers, 
34. The Sahachar, of the 17th November, says that in every country 
the opinion of the educated community is 
the public opinion. The Civilian officials 
say that there is no public opinion in India, and that only a few profes. 
sional agitators make noise. But what are the great English orators 
if not such public agitators? Nowhere does professional agitation prevail 
to such extent as in England at the time of parliamentary elections, Do 
not the Whips move about on such occasions? In Jhinkargacha natives 
of all classes met for the purpose of political agitation. The officials became 
discredited by attempting to prevent the agitation. Photographs of the 
assembly were sent even to England, on seeing which some were delighted 
end others were made uneasy. No one will be able to stem the current 
of public opinion that is flowing through the country. No one will be 
able to weaken the political life of Indians. No one will be able to 
diminish the influence of the native papers, which are the leaders of public — 
opinion in this country. No one will also be able to diminish the influence — 
of the native associations, which, as leaders of public opinion in this 
country, come next to the native papers. The Civilians will surely be 
defeated in their contest with native papers. 
35. The same paper says that because the English policy in India 


The English policy in India. od policy of fear, a few thousands of 
Englishmen are ruling many millions of 
Indians. Englishmen do not think that it is safe under these circun- 


stances to make the conquered millions acquainted with statecraft and 
to trust them completely. For this reason the troops under the native 
princes are armed with inferior weapons; the native troops under Govern- 
ment itself do not receive such good arms and are not trained so well as 
the English troops; native gentlemen are not appointed officers in the army ; 
natives have ceased to be appointed to the artillery, and loyal and educated 
natives are not enrolled as volunteers, though Americans, Negroes, and 
the Portuguese are enrolled as such. The nature of the English is such 
that they cannot mix on friendly terms with other nations. No nation cat 
tolerate the idea of being ill spoken of. Probably no nation expects so much 
gratitude for services rendered as the English. The writer knows from 
experience that censure only makes Englishmen persist in their course. 
being so, abusive language should not be used. Natives should know that 
unless they can secure the assistance of the Anglo-Indian community 
they will be able to achieve nothing. : 
36. The same paper says that the whole of India will rejoice 00 
The celebration of the fiftieth the occasion of the coming celebration of 
anniversary of the Queen's secession the fiftieth anniversary of the. Queens 
accession to the throne. Jet the Quees 
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receive satisfaction from the rejoicing of her Indian subjects and let her 
remove their grievances. ¥ 

37. The same paper is always of opinion that English states- 
Appointment of English statesmen "en instead of Civilians should be ap- 
as rulers of Indian provinces. pointed rulers of the Indian provinces. The 
writer does not say that all Governors appointed from among English 
statesmen will be good Governors. There are many worthless men, like 
Sir Elphinstone Grant Doff, among tiem; but there are also many 
persons like Lord Reay among them. Persons who will be thoroughly 
good Governors are rare among Civilians. The majority of the Civilians 
are of the type of Sir Ashley Eden, Sir Rivers Thompson, and Sir Cecil 
Beadon. Men hike Sir John Grant or Sir Charles Aitchison are rare among 
them. He who begins to exercise unlimited authority from his first appoint- 
ment in India cannot become noble-hearted. With their promotion the 
noble qualities of the Civilians gradually vanish till with their appoint- 
ment a8 Commissioners or Secretaries to Government they become complete 
nawabs. Under rulers, who think that the conferring of powers 
upon natives is calculated to lead to the subversion of British rule, natives 
will not obtain important rights. Some persons who have been appointed 
togovern India or any Indian Presidency from among English statesmen 
have turned out good rulers. But all Civilian Governors have proved 
failures. Governors should be able to tolerate hostile criticism. Mem- 
bers of the House of Commons have to bear hostile criticism. But 
Civilian Governors are not at all able to bear it. 


388. ‘The Samvad Prabhakar, of the 19th November, says that the money sauvan Passzaxas, 


which will be spent on the occasion of the 
fiftieth anniversary of Her Majesty’s acces- 

sion to the throne of Great Britain and Ireland 
should not be spent in useless matters, but that something permanent 
should be done to commemorate the occasion. Pageants and merriments 
should be left in the hands of Government, for the money which will be 
spent by Government in this direction belongs also to the people. In 
the meantime the leaders of the native communities in the Presidency 
towns and heads of villages in the moffussil should begin. to collect sub- 
scriptions from the people. A subscription at the rate of one anna per 
head will produce a large fund, and everyone will beable to pay this 
small amount. The money thus collected should be entrusted in the 
hands of the prineipal political associations of the Presidencies, and should 
be spent in establishing institutions for scientific and technical education 
4 each of the towns. All these iustitutions should be dedicated to Empress 

ictoria. 

39. The Sansodhint, of the 19th November, says that Government 
Prohibition to take firewood from a8 ordered that no one will be allowed 
the Assam bills without paying annual to take firewood and bamboos from the 
phitestinscss cg Assam hills without paying it an annual rent. 
Tehsildars have been appointed for the settlement of these rents, and one 
of them has made settlements with about 250 persons in the course of a 
week. Mr. Higgins, a tea-planter, bas taken a large tract of hill land to the 
west of the Kharna hills. Besides this a large part of the hills still remains 
to be settled, and will, if a settlement be made, yield at least a thousand rupees 
in the year to Government ; but no one ventures to take a lease for this tract 
for fear of being oppressed by Mr. Higgins. The writer hears that it has 
been stipulated with Mr. Higgins that the chhards running through his land 
will remain as common passages. It is not possible for those who support 
themselves by cutting firewood to conduct any law suit against an English- 
man. Government is bound to give those with whom settlements have been 
made a passage to the hills. If this tract has been kept as a common passage, 
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Government should notify the fact to the people. Mr. Lyall, the Commis. 
sioner, and Mr. Manson, the Magistrate, should direct their attention to the 
matter, for great oppression is being practised upon the people, and great logs 
is being inflicted on Government. Mr. Higgins, who confined 37 men, 
says that he confined them because they were coming to cut firewood 
and bamboos from his lands. 
40. <A correspondent of the same paper says that great Oppression 
is being praciised on the people of the Mfresh- 
wari subdivision in Chittagong in the matter 
of the assessment of the -income-tax. In the village of Durgapore, Bhairub 
Baboo and Ishan Baboo have begun to build a house in which only 9 o, 
10 huts have been completed. A pucca building has also been commenced, 
but it will take at least two years to complete it ; but the assessor assessed | 
the house at a monthly rent of fifty or sixty rupees. The Deputy Magistrate 
of the place, who saw the house, noticed with surprise that .a house which 
was not completed had been assessed. A poor shopKeeper, whose 
capital does not exceed Rs. 70 or Rs. 80, and whose whole annual income 
scarcely exceeds Rs. 50, has been assessed at Rs. 10. The writer hopes 
that Prabhdt Baboo, the Deputy Magistrate, who has been appointed 
Tncome-tax Inspector, will do justice to the poor. 
41. The Sulabta Samachar and Kushadaha, of the 19th November, — 
Transfer of the Sub-Registrar’s office thinks that the Sub-Registrar’s office should 
from Maniknagur in Baraset. be removed from Maniknagur in Baraset to 
the vicinity of one of the railway stations within the subdivision. Manik- 
nagur is at some distance from the nearest railway station, and there is no 
good road leading to it. The writer is sorry that the proposal of trans- 
ferring the Gobardanga Post Office to the vicinity of the Gobardanga 
railway station has not as yet been carried into effect; and requests the 
Post Master-General to make an enquiry into the matter. 
42. The Samaya, of the 19th November, says that the- friendly 
Government and the distress in: advice given by native papers is slighted 
Bengal in 1885-86. by Government. A Government should 
consult the opinion of the people. Now the English Government has learnt 
to show some respect for native papers. But it is ashamed to admit this, 
But it is not advisable for Government to have such false idea of ‘pride 
in these times of difficulty. Government has in a manner admitted that 
the people of Bengal were not happy in 1885-86. The people would 
not have suffered so much if Government had acted according to the recom- 
mendations of native papers. Let Government say plainly and admit that 
the people of Bengal died of starvation because it had sucked dry their 
life-blood. : 
43. The Bharat Basi of the 20th November, says that from the Resolu 
Appointment of natives to high posts tion of Government appointing the Civil Service — 
and the Civil Service Commission. Commission, it is clear that the appointment 
of the Commission has a close connection with the administrative policy of 
Government. The Government of India wants to make separate 
arrangements for the appointment of natives to the public service. A 
parliamentary law will probably be passed for the purpose. An article 
condemning Bengalis has been published in the Times to influence public 
opinion in England in favor of such a course. There can be no doubt that — 
the article has been written by a member of the Viceregal Council. But let 
Government abandon such hypocrisy, and have the Queen’s Proclamation 
withdrawn by the Secretary of State. This will remove the uneasiness 
of Government. The writer does not expect any great good from the 
Uivil Service Commission. But injury cannot be expected from 4 
Commission of which Sir Charles Aitchison is the President, and Sir Charles 
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Tarner a Member. But Government has not up to this time given effect 
to the recommendations of any Commission. - The writer does not believe 
that the recommendation of the Civil Service Commission will be carried 
into effect. ie. ib 3} 
7" 44, The Urdu Guide, of the 20th November, says that the jubilee to 
The jubilee to celebrate the fiftith Celebrate the fiftieth year: of the Queen’s 
year of the Queen's reign. - reign should be held:in . Calcutta in winter, as 
the Viceroy and the Lieutenant-Governor remain there at this time, and as 
also visitors from England come to India: at ‘this time. 

45. The Sanjivant, of the 20th November, hears that Nowgaon was 
Reception of His Honour the Lieu. decorated with plantain trees. and wreaths of 
wnat Governor at Nowabgunge. flowers for the reception of His Honour the 
Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal at the time of bis late: visit to that place. 
The Englishman says that this fact proves that both Baoglshmen.and natives 
of Rajshahye are attached to Sir Rivers Thompsons: This is conclusive 
proof indeed! | 9 PG DAOGQdiog $50 248) 

46. The same paper says that Sir Lepel Griffin well deserves the hatred 

si Sieh Catia of the natives. - In‘his opivion, the smaller the 

Le eo number of natives admitted: into Government 
service, the better. When guests go away, the household servants longingly 
looks to them for rewards, and the former, not desiring to be known as 
extreme misers, try to satisfy them with: as'little as they can. Such also, 
according to Sir Lepel, should be the behaviour of Government. India has 
not been kept for the benefit of Indians alone, but it has been kept in the 
interests of the English nation and for their glory. After this, will it:be 
unjust for natives to hate Sir Lepel ? Ri 2 bSta YOu) 

47, The same paper’says that the Hindus : —— have — 

=a] an eye-sore to nglo-Indians. Anglo- 
ne ae ee ae i Indiase are exerting their influence | to drive 
the Bengalis out of the various provinces: of India...No Bengali shall 
get a post in Behar, and employment of Bengalis in the Punjab and the North- 
Western Provinces also is being prevented.. It is easy to understand why 
the officials are so much angry with Bengalis. Arrangemenw have 
also been made for preventing Bengalis from getting appointments in 
the semi-independent Native States. Baboo N. L. Haldar, Barrister-at- 
Law, was appointed Private Secretary to the Maharajah of Bikaneer; but 
the attitude of Mr. Talbot, the representative of the British Government at 
Bikaneer, has forced the Maharajah to dismiss Nanda Lal Baboo. The 
two influential and wise men in Bikaneer who advised the Maharajah to 
appoint Nanda Lal Baboo have been ‘banished from that State. Oan- 
hot this be called oppression and tyranny? People are obliged to blame 
Government because they are subjected to such oppression. 
48. The same paper says that the Chief Commissioner of Assam 
aE ae PN is of opinion that the judicial officers are men 
we ere of strong will ; that the tea-planters practise no 
Oppression; that the gardens are subject to frequent inspection ; and that 
the coolies get ample opportunities to fly away. The following will show that 
hone of these assertions of the Chief Commissioner has any foundation in fact. 
As to the opportunity for flying away, in the Coolie Report of 1884 the 
Deputy Commissioner of Cachar says: ‘The gardens in the Upper Assam 
istricts are so scattered, and the ‘mode of communication, on the othee 
hand, isso difficult, that a coolie cannot easily run away if he wishes.” 
n reference to the escaped coolie, the Deputy Commissioner of 
orrung says : ‘“ In:many cases managers send at once after the coolies, 
and, finding them, do not care to punish them by law; as in: many~ cases 
when new coolies, having been induced by others to: run away, have incurred 


Urapdc GOIDE, 


Nov. 20th, 1886. 


SaNJIVANI, 


Nov. 20th, 1886. 


SaNJIVANI. 


SaKJIVanNl. 


SaNJIVANI. 


a $ 


POR ets Mees eS Pertinent 
RES ee a 
; * “ie ee a 


( 1806 ) 


considerable hardship and undergone exposure in the jungles, the map 
rightly think they have been sufficiently punished.” The Rajput ottlie 
have stated that the recruiters held out to them hopes of reward for 
the service they had done by collecting coolies, and offered them the 
post of sardars, and so they went to the garden. At last they say 
that they were obliged to labour with the coolies, and that even their old 
mother was forced to pluck tea leaves: on account of this they fled aws 
The words of Mr. t ©. Robinson, quoted below, will show the shine 
in which they were pursued by the tea planters. He says: “I approached 
them within about 12 yards. Hori Mohan, Akbarali, Kali Jemada 
and others were present at the time. I asked the accused Shahadeb why 
he had deserted twice and his cavse of complaint, and would he come in 
He said he would not, and threatened to injure me if I went near hin 
The accused were armed. Sahadeb hadthis axe (battle-axe) in his hand. 
The other accused had the other axe in his hand. I had arevolver in my hand | 
and said to them, if you can cut me, I can shoot you. They said, shoot 
away. I fired two barrels overhead, as 1 thought it might frighten them.” 
Now is there any doubt as to the correctness of what the Deputy Commi. 
sioner of Sylhet has said as to the retaking of coolies? The usual modeof 
retaking coclies is what Mr. Robinson has adopted on this occasion. - Is it 
not true that the coolies do not at all enter into agreement, or when they 
do, they do not understand its terms? It has been clearly proved in 
Gibbons’ case that the planters do not hesitate to produce forged agree. 
ments, and this appears from dlso Hossack’s case. Section 141 of Act 
I of 1882 clearly provides that, when the term of any agreement comes 
to a close, the planter should within one month give notice to the 
Inspector. Notwithstanding this, in 1883 the terms of agreement of 14,764 | 
coolies came to a close, but such notice was given in the case of 1,946 coolies 
only. In 1884 the terms of agreement of 24,557 coolies came to an end, 
but notice was given for 8,932 coolies only. Has the Chief Commissioner § 
enquired as to why the planters did not give notice of the determination 
of the agreements in so many. cases? Were not these coolies unlaw- 
fully restrained until the renewal of their agreements? It is evident 
from the number of those who have, according to sections 11) and 112, 
entered into local contracts, that most of the coolies have been forced 
to renew their agreements in this way. Though the Inspectors have 
the power to inspect the garden whenever they please, yet the fact is that 
they do not inspect them more than once a year, and in some cases that also 
is not done. Can the Chief Commissioner deny this? Mr. Knox and 
Mr. Wright have clearly said in the report for 1883 that it often happens 
that for ten or eleven months no opportunity offers for testing the validity | 
of agreements entered into by coolies. The Chief Commissioner himself 
has said that: ‘The number verified is extremely disproportionate to the 
number registered, and it seems that only in Cachar and Sibsagur have 
any strenuous efforts been made to perform this important duty.” When 
the agreements are registered, the coolies are made to stand in a Yow. 
Those who are won over by the offer of sardarship or otherwise stand in 
front of the row, and answer for all the coolies that they have signed the 
agreements. The rest of the coolies do not understand what agreement 
means, or what it is about. The serious business is thus performed in 
*a ludicrous fashion. Only 9,892 out of 25,457 local agreements were 
examined in 1884; and as a punishment on a manager for trané- 
gressing the rule, 117 agreements were invalidated. It appears from 
this that the validity of 1,596 agreements was not at all proved; 
and calculating at the above rate, two hundred of these might have beeo 
invalidated as a punishment on the manager for transgressing the rules: 
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900 hundred men were then kept in wrongful confinement in 1884. 
The writer gives an instance which shows how the tea-planters of Assam 
are reluctant to practise oppression. Many coolies are made to enter into 
agreements under Act XIII of 1859; and the Chief Commissioner of 
Assam remarked in 1880 that he “considers Act XIII to be open to the 
gravest objection. A contract may be enforced under this Act, though 
it is not In writing, though it is not stamped, though it is not registered, 
though it has not been presented for verification before any official, though 
there is no proof (other than what evidence is produced on the trial) that 
the labourer understood the terms of the engagement, though the terms 
may be manifestly unfair a labourer cannot free himself by redemption, 
por can he plead any misconduct of his employer as an excuse for non- 
performance. Inshort, not one of the safeguards which the Legislature 
in Act I of 1882 thought necessary for the protection of the tea cooly 
are provided by Act XIII of 1859.” The Assistant Commissioner of 
Karimgunge says that the tea-planters will raise “strong opposition ” 
if Act XIIT of 1859 is sought ta be repealed. Is this the proof that 
the tea-planters are generous, and that they are reluctant to practise 
oppression? The Deputy Commissioner of Sibsagur in the report 
of 1884 said that: ‘* Several managers, when the verification of 
local contracts was insisted on, declared that they would resort to the 
“simple plan” of putting their coolies under “ the good old rule” of Act 
VIII, and Act XIII is, I venture to think, not an enactment which should 
rule contracts between tea-planters and their labourers. Where it is applied 
to cases of job work, and the employer is allowed the option of deciding 
whether he shall have his job completed, or his more or less equivalent 
advance returned to him, the procedure of the Act is fair enough; but here the 
coolie is never allowed to refund the so-called advance. The whole pound of 
flesh is rigorously exacted, and the coolie has to go back to the garden, even 
if he offers, as I have known him offer, to pay a larger sum than the advance 
claimed, and the job claimed, is an apprenticeship of a year’s duration in an 


unhealthy climate for which the so-called advance is a very imperfect 
consideration.” 


49. The Uchit Vaktd, of the 20th November, protests against Govern- 


3 : ? : 
Taking of the management of the Ment’s intention to take the management of 
temple of Jagarnath out of hands of the temple of Jagarnath out of the hands of 


the Raj : sa} 
nage of Senee the Rajah of Pooree. The writer cannot 


believe that Government intends to doso for making better arrangements for 
the conduct of the worship of the idol. The writer does not also believe 
that the expenses will be reduced. If Government is anxious to prevent 
waste of money, why does it not try to prevent waste of money in othér 
matters P 
50. The Bangabast, of the 2Uth November, says that it is greatly to 
| be desired that the rulers should inspect differ- 
Liembection by the Governors and ent places with their own eyes with a view of 


ascertaining the real state of things. But the 
object is not fulfilled by the manner of inspection which has been actually 


adopted by the rulers. The few hours for which an official remains in the 
mofussil are spent either in hunting excursions, or in balls and festivities ; and 
he has little time for making himself acquainted with the grievances of the 
people. No good accrues to the people, though they have to bear the expense 
for his reception. Lord Dufferin is now visiting nearly all places in the Deccan, 
but His Excellency alone can say what good will come of his visits. The 
inhabitants of Ahmedabad made preparations for giving a welcome address 
to Lord Dufferin, but His Excellency declined to accept it. The writer does 
hot understand why His Excellency has declined to accept the address of 
the poor people. Anglo-Indians say that His Excellency has declined 
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to accept the address because some objectionable political matters were 
referred to in it. 
51. The same paper says that the rate at which octroi is levied 


| in Benares is proving insufficient. It 
New cess for drainage at Benares. been proposed to make an assessment of Ae 
on all houses connected with the drains. The rich and the poor will be 


assessed at the same amount under this new proposal. The inhabitants of | 
Benares have of course raised objections against this unjust proposal. 


52. The same paper says that it has been settled that the Calcutta 
The fiftieth year of Her Majesty's Municipality will take the lead in makin 
reign. preparations for celebrating the fiftieth an. 
niversary of Her Majesty’s accession to the throne of Great Britain anq 
Ireland. The municipality will not act independently, but in- concert with 
the public, and the different associations of the country. If no one objects, g 
general meeting will be held at the Town Hall. A petition will be submitted 
to the Lieutenant-Governor so to arrange the festivities that they may be 
celebrated on one and the same day throughout Bengal, and, if possible 


throughout India. The writer waits to see how the matter is decided. 


58. The same paper says thatthe District Magistrates state in their 
Condition of the people as described Yeports that the prosperity of the people has 
in the official reports. increased of late. The cultivators now no 
longer use earthenware but metal plates; they now wear fine Manchester cloth 
instead of coarse country cloth. The use of shoes and umbrellas has become | 
common among them. Such prosperity was never known among them. 
The Commissioners receive such information from’ the Magistrate ; and they 
too in their official reports give exaggerated accounts of the prosperity of the 
people, which are read by the Lieutenant-Governor and by the Governor- 
General, who reports to the Secretary of State that the country has become 
prosperous, ané the Secretary of State lays the Governor-General’s report before 
Parliament. The real state of things, however, is very different. For want of 
food people are suffering extremely, and have been forced to take to mean pro- 
fessions. Weavers and other native traders have left their calling, and have | 
been forced to serve as menial servants and labourers. Places which were 
celebrated for the manufacture of cloths and muslins have now become et- 
tremely impoverished. Moorshedabad, which was described by Clive as being 
populous and wealthy as London itself, is now in ruins. Dacca, whose annual 
income from cloth was more than a crore of rupees, has been deprived 
of all magnificence. Here a lakh of people lived comfortably in 1787, 
but now in 1887 it cannot supply 70 thousand people with food. This 
shows how it has been drained of its wealth by hundred years of British 
rule. The native artizan class has become entirely ruined. No one now 
wishes to use articles manufactured in England. ‘The small number 
of mills established in India cannot compete with the overwhelming 
number of mills in England. Mere words of mouth cannot give 
impetus to native industry ; but the native manufacturers should receive 
substantial encouragement. There is no duty on articles imported from 
England ; even the money of India on the other hand is liable to exchange 
duty. This is great encouragemeut no doubt? The native manufacturers 
have been forced to take to cultivation, and thus the purpose of Englishmen 
has been served. There is no sufficient land for cultivation in England, 
and the English therefore desire that India should be the granary of 
England. Twenty per cent. of the inhabitants. of England and. Soot 


land are manufacturers, and even in Ireland, whose sufferings have excl¥ 


the sympathy of England, 33 per cent. of the population are engaged 


* 


in manufacturing industry. On the other hand in Bengal, which 
the most civilized of all the provinces in India, only 1} per cent. of 
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population are manufacturers. Before the English conquest the state of the 
country was different. When the English impose a new. tax, they say that 
India was never so happy as at present. If the native papers tell the truth, 
they are at once set down as disloyal. The Indians have not become 
happier uoder English rule. The style of living of the civilian grandees 
has become more splendid than that of Subadars., Under Mahomedan 
rule the wealth of the country used to be distributed within the country, 
but now 40.crores of Indian money are carried away to a foreign country, 


54. The same paper thinks that the English have become very , i oo 


of Bengalis. much afraid of the cowardly race of Bengalis. 

oa | Otherwise, why should the Zimes news- 
paper, the great thunderer of England, hurl abuses on the devoted heads of 
the Bengali race P Bengalis never lost their individual and national freedom. 
Bven Sirajooddowla was not able to crush them. Even during the worst days of 
Mahomedan rule, Bengalis managed their local affairs, preserved 
the peace of the country, regulated their commerce, and had control over 
the administration of law and justice. Even English historians are of 
opinion that Bengalis had a control over the management of the 
affairs of their country. The English are sucking dry the life-blood of the 
natives only because they want to govern India in the European fashion. 
Whenever the question of governing the country in the native fashion arises, 
Anglo-Indians say that the hardy races of India are to be kept down 


with astrong hand; and there will be no end of difficulties if the task ~ 


is entrusted in the feeble hands of Bengalis. But, asks the writer, 
who ever thinks of entrusting Bengalis with the administration of the 
whole of India? The contention of the native papers is that the task 
of governing different races in India should be entrusted in the hands 
of men belonging to those races. Perhaps the English think that the 
English civilians alone are able to keep down the powerful races of India, 
and so they want to preserve the power of these civilians intact. The English 
could have governed the country by brute force, but they could never have 
preserved their empire for so long atime. The English are very anxious to 
cultivate good feelings with the natives. or this reason they are trying 
to keep them in good humour with honied words, and with such expedients 
a3 the issuing of the proclamation of the Queen, and the creation of the 
Statutory Civil Service. It is loyalty, and not fear, that can give stability to 
anempire. If the English want to rule {ndia permanently, they should 
ity to win the affection of natives. The writer thinks that by entrusting 
the natives with the government of the country the English are likely to 
gain a great deal, and their gain will be still greater if they can entrust 
them with the defence of the empire. The English will have to give the 
higher appointments to natives for their own interests, because no 
Englishman will do the heavy work of the administration of an empire 


on a small remuneration, or without any remuheratitn whatever; 
and India will never be able to bear the cost of British administration 


lor any length of time. . . 


55. The Dacca Prakdsh, of the 21st November, says that Govern-. 
ment is showing great want of foresight by 
subjecting the zemindars of Bengal to the great 
Oppression which it is practising uponthem. If it does not restore to them: 
their rights, the people of the country will be entirely ruined and Govern-: 
ment will have to suffer for its own fault. Government should beware. In: 
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gteat oppression which is being practiced upon them, and should for that. 
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member has been taken from Bengal. No Mussulman has also been 


( 1810 ) 


purpose at first repeal those sections of Act VIII of 1885 which ap 
directed against them. 
56. A correspondent of the same paper says that the English ar 
almighty. People of India are being guided 
by them. The English are almighty, other. 
wise inconsistent qualities could not have been possessed by them, he 
have shown patience in their dealings with the Russians, heroism in their 
dealings with the Burmese, supremacy in India, slavery in Turkey, a desire 
for sucking in Bengal, and lavishness in expenditure in Cabul. They have 
torn to prices the Proclamation of the Queen, and being Christians, ar 
acting contrary to the precepts of Christ. They have destroyed the 
independence of Indians as well as their nationulity ; and have deprived 
them of their position and property. They have swallowed India ang 
Burmah and even the ocean itself. | 
57. A correspondent of the Dasnik, of the 21st November, says that 
| the inhabitants of Palashbari, Rungpore, are | 
being indiscriminately assesed under the 
Income-tax Act. Even those who sell articles of food in the village on a very 
small scale are being assessed. This has caused great hardship to the people, 
58. The Urdu Gude, of the 22nd November, says that a representa. 
tive should be taken into the Civil Service 
Commission from the Punjab. No non- 


The English nation. 


Assessment of the Income-tax. 


The Civil Service Commission. 


native members have been taken from other provinces, only one native 


taken from the National Mahomedan Association of Bengal to make 
the Commission acquainted with the wretched condition of the Mussulmans 
of Bengal. 

59. The Sdr Sudhdnidhi, of the 22nd November, says that four 
Chic C0 Ginnie Gein. additional members should be appointed to 

the Civil Service Commission. Mr. Mon 
Mohun Ghose should be taken into the Commission from Bengal. 
Ramaswami Mudaliyar, who was sent to England as the delegate of Madras, 
should be taken from Madras. Mr, Behari Lal Gupta should be takea | 
from among native civilians, and a representative should be taken from 
the Punjab. 

60. The same paper says that instead of wasting money on fire- 
a a . works, &c., on the occasion . 94 de’ 
‘eth oar ct the Que te «“4e for celebrating the fiftieth year of the Queens 

pasetindiabote. r reion, a permanent beneficial institution 
should be established. - 

61. The Anandabazar Patrikd, of the 22nd November, says that the 

i English possessed much valour and noble- 

rita tislity shown by Rnglish sutho- ness of heart. Otherwise they could not have 
: extended and established their dominion all 
over the world. If the English have lost that valour and nobleness of heart, 
this has been owing to the Zimes newspaper, which has always instructed 
them to do evil and shed blood by forgetting their nobleness of heart 
and the precepts of Christianity. The Zimes has tried to discredit every 
English Minister who has tried to do justice to India. It called Lord 
Ripon an enemy of the British Government, and though Lord Dufferin 
has appointed the Civil Service Commission solely for the benefit of the 
English Empire, it has become uneasy. owing to the fear lest Io 
Suculd obtain any post. With reference to the riots at -Etawah . and 
Delhi it vilely abused Hindus. Because Hindus are agitating for the 
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recovery Of their rights, of which the English Government has i m 
Indians, the Zémes is so hostile to them. Its attack upon Hindus in 
eonnection with the recent riots was inspired by two objects. In the first 
lace it wanted to satisfy its grudge against Hindus. In the second place 
it wanted to please the Mussulmans. Mr. Blunt bas said that if the 
English Government in India be ever subverted it will be subverted by 
Mussulmans. For this reason Russia is making persistent efforts to 
establish her influence over Mussulmans. Not only the Zimes, but also 
the authorities, fear lest Russia should establish her influence over Mussul- 
mans Owing to this fear the Zimes supported the Mussulmans with 
| ference to the recent riots; and Government has ordered that Mussul- 
mans should be anyhow employed in the public service. But those 
who encourage Mussulmans in this way by slighting Hindus forget 
~ that it is impossible to sow disunion between Hindus and Mussulmans, the 
common country of both of which races is India. Both Hindus and Mussul- 
mans are experiencing the advantage, and disadvantage, of British rule. The 
Times and those English authorities who try to sow disunion between Hindus 
and Mussulmans should remember that though the differences between Hindus 
and Mussulmans were much greater in 1857 than at present, buth Hindus 
and Mussulmans rose against the English Government. If such a rebellion 
again takes place, both Hindus and Mussulmans will unite. Mussulmans are 
not so foolish as to be deluded by flattering words. They experience the 
rigour of British rule more than Hindus. Mussulmans may naturally think 
that the English have deprived them of their dominion in India. For this 
reason, in spite of the earnest efforts of the authorities, Mussulmans refuse to 
learn English or to adopt English customs and manners, or to examine their 
religion or social customs with an eye furnished with new powers of vision by 
European knowledge. Ifthe authorities can, under these circumstances, 
frame a separate Penal Code for Mussulmans, can appoint separate 
Magistrates for them, can make separate rules for them inthe matter 
of the payment of taxes, and can appoint Kazis to try all classes of 
Mussulmans, they may attain their object. But by proceeding in the 
manner in which they now do they are simply discouraging the educated 
Hindus, who are loyal, and confirming the Mussulmans in the belief 
that they are a conquering race. The English clearly see that ignorant 
cultivators will be able to do nothing if they rise against the English 
Government. Itis a fortunate circumstance that educated people had not 
joined the sepoy mutiny. If they had joined, the English Government would 
probably have been subverted. It being so, if the Zémes has flattered Mussul- 
mans for ensuring the-safety of British dominion in India, it should flatter 
educated Hindus too for the same purpose. The Zimes is bitterly hostile to 
educated Hindus, who are not enemies of the English Government, but great 
friends of it. The strength of India has not yet been destroyed. Itisa 
large country with a numerous population. Indians again have always been 
famous for their valour and prowess. But for the spread of English .educa- 
tion, many rebellions would have taken place in India. Educated natives know 
full well that the subversion of the English Government will be injurious to 
themselves. They have also a firm faith in English policy. For this reason 
they tell Indians not to be discouraged by the present rigorous system of 
administration. 


62. The same paper says that everybody should show sympathy for 
Selection of members of the Legis. ‘tHe National Congress, whose object i8 so 
ittive Councils according to the elec- noble. There are defects in the administra- 
— tion of India. All those defects cannot be 
removed in a day.. There are many defects which Government cannot 
remove at once even if it wishes to do so. As the English are foreigners, 
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and are not thas connected with Indians by’ any natural tie, they ca 
remove many defects. It being so if the removal of all the ‘defeote. in te 
administration at one and the same time is proposed; the proposal will not he 
attended ‘to. A proposal for the introduction’ of the elective system in the 
selection’ of waieats for the Legislative Councils is a good one. ‘If Govern. 
ment grants that prayer, the evil that is being done by the passing of ‘unjust 
laws may be remedied, If Government cannot grant that prayer, a prayer 
may be made’ for the appointment’ of a larger’ number of independent 
members than at present. When Sir Richard Temple’ introduced : the 
elective system in Calcutta he directed that the supporters and: opposers 
of the system might make their views known to the Council by sendi 
representatives to it. If Government allows the people to express their 
views before the Councils in this way much good may be done. _ | 
63: ‘The same paper says that England’ isin a dangerous situation, 
ici dk en ile ri 4 at oy so uneasy ne § becatuse 
ngland s ov eolfsh policy in Inds. Se has not done: justice to: Indians, © 
ote Fee ne er Ragland ‘dou Aube NG - Thdlons Mabee 
have nothing to fear from Egypt'and Russia, and-will not be under the 
necessity of flattering Mussulman Kings. Such a policy: will increase 
both the wealth and the strength of England. England -will have to 
do justice to Indians sooner or latter. She -will not -be able to abondon 
her noble policy. If she follows a different policy in India, such diffical. | 
ties are equally making their appearance that she will be obliged to 
abandon it orto do justice to Indians. If England changes the selfish 
policy followed by her in India now she will be saved from all her 
anxieties. J aoe LD Na 
64. The same paper, referring to the statement of Lord’ Dofferin in 
The services rendered to Indians by his reply tothe address of the Lahore Muni- 
Lorn Dufferin. cipality that he has rendered many services 
to India, says that Indians would have been obliged if he had named those 
services, for they do not know what services he has rendered to them. * 
65. The same paper says that the appointment of the Finance | 
Lord Dufferin’s offer of lending money Committee and the Civil Service Commission 
to the Simla Municipality. shows that the financial difficulties of Govern- 
ment are great. But it has not ceased to spend money on useless objects. 
Lord Dufferin has offered to lend the Simla Municipality 175 thousand tupees 
for the construction of a hall where Englishmen may hold balls, theattes, 
&c. It is strange that Lord Dufferin wants to give the loan thougl the 
municipality has not asked for it. If Lord Dufferin is so kind to ‘the 
we eH residents Of Simla why has he not paid the money out of his own 
ocket ! , pa TWE ED ASS 
/ 66. The Navavibhakar Sédhdrani, of the 22nd November, says. that 
The state of Indians as.described in unless a Government - enquires into ‘the 
oficial reports grievances of the people it cannot increase ther 
happiness. The people cannot be satisfied by the proclamations of* their 
happiness, but by the removal of their grievances. But the officials of India 
always take a wrong course. Instead of making known the grievances of the 
people to their superiors they inform the authorities only of the happines 
of the people’ The District Magistrate speaks of the hay pines’ of 
the people in his report. The Commissioner gives an exaggerated account 
of that happiness in his report, and the Provincial Governor gives still more 
exaggerated account of that happiness in his report. They’ act in’ this 
matter like the officers of a zemindar who try to conceal the grievances.of: the 
tenants lest the should become known to their master: Parlianien 


depends upon the information supplied by the officials, This evil’ will 
not be remedied unless arrangements can be made for forming an India 


party in Parliament. Reports criticising the official reports should be 


. 
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published. ‘Such a ‘report should be published in each Indian province 
and sent to: Parliament. 

67. The same paper says that even from official reports it would 
he state of the people: as describea @ppear that the misery of the people is 
in official reports, greater than their happiness; but the 
Civilians. see happiness only, Even those who, like the Presidency Com- 
missioner, see misery: try to show that there is happiness in the midst of 
that miserys The Lieutenant-Governor wishes to see the happiness 
of the people, but almost no official knows how to make the people happy. 

68. The same paper says that the Home Government = will not 
introduce a bi-metallic currency if it can 
prevent the loss which it is suffering by 
the adoption :of any other means. The Government of India cannot 
be blamed. It has to act according to the directions of the Home Govern- 
ment. If the Government of India had not been subordinate to the 
Home Government; if India had not to pay 20 crores of rupees to the 
Home Government ; and if there had not been constant money transactions 
between the people of England and the people of India, Indians would 
not have suffered from this difficulty. The Home Government does not 
exist for the benefit of India, From the contemptuous reply sent by the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer to the letter of the Government: of India it 
appears that the Home Government looks upon the Government of India 
as a slave. The Home Government has paid no regard to the proposal 
for the introduction of a bi-metallic currency, and has only directed the 
Government of India to make retrenchments. The Government of India 
has said that the expenditure will be reduced by 50 lakhs of rupees. .The 
writer is alarmed when he thinks of the large number of native. officers 
who will be dismissed. Only 50 lakhs of rupees will be saved by the dis- 
missal of many persons. But 6 crores of rupees have to be paid as exchange 
rates through the Secretary. of State alone. It will not be well if the 
exchange difficulty is not removed. ) 

69. The same paper says that though the Civil Service Commis- 


Hatives end high ‘administrative. S100 will only improve the native Oivil 
posts. Service, or at the most throw open to 


The exchange difficulty. 


natives, from economical considerations, a few posts now held by 


Englishmen drawing large salaries, an opposition has been raised in England 
owing to the fear lest a few posts should be thrown open to natives. The 
Times has raised the alarm. The writer is alarmed at the indication of 
British opinion in the opposition of the Zimes. The Times has 
condemned Bengalis; but did not SBengalis facilitate the conquest 
of Bengal by inviting the English? When were Bengalis trampled upon 
by powerful races ? Did the Mussulmans oppress Bengalis alone? Were 
not Bengalis appointed to high posts even under Mussulmans? The. 
Maharatta freebooter did not oppress Bengalis alone... Could Clive con- 
quer Bengal if he had not been assisted by eminent Bengalis? Bengalis 
are not disloyal. They proved at the time of the Sepoy Mutiny whether 
they were loyal or not. The hostile criticisms passed by Bengalis upon 
official measures does not proceed from hostility. An enemy does not 
reprove, but only a friend. Jt is foolish to imagine that the strength of 
the English character will vanish if the assistance of natives is taken in the 
work of administration. No one expects that a native should be appointed 
Viceroy. The post of Divisional Commissioners may be abolished with 
advantage. It is clear that natives can discharge the duties of District 


Magistrates satisfactorily. Those who can administer sub-divisions can. 


administer districts. . It is only people like the Zémes who think that the 
strength of the English character will vanish if English Magistrates are 


not kept in each district. A good example produces very good results. 
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Hendreds of Lyttons will not be able to do what one Canning or one Ripon 
has done. Prestige increases by the awakening of love and no 
of fear. England did not feil to frighten America. Turkey did not {,j) 
to frighten Greece. The justice and generosity in English character 
produce the strongest influence. Mngland will be more injured thay 
India if the number of Anglo-Indian officials is not reduced. How yijI 
Englishmen be benefited if the Indian Empire is not maintained. Oppression 
does not destroy independence, but only increases men’s courage by making 
them desperate. The independent spirit of 250 millions of Indians wij} 


not be destroyed unless they are killed. Will the Zimes recommend such , — 


course ? The English will have to abandon India the day they lose the love 
and reverence of Indians. The Zimes has said that India should be governed 
according to the English system. The writer knows that administration 
according to the English system means administration in accordance with 
a generous policy and with the help of the people. But the writer does 
not know what the Zimes’ idea of the English system is. Bengali agitators 
and editors want only a share of the privileges which are enjoyed by the 
people in other British possessions. The prayer of 250 millions of people, 


however weak they may be, cannot be slighted for ever. It is better to give | 


that immediately with grace which one will be compelled to give afterwards, 
70. The Charuvartd, of the 22nd November, says that as the natives 


can now compete with the English candidates 
Sir Lepel Griffin and the admission 


Lepe ion in Open examinations, the English are saying 
of natives into the Government service: that: the former should not be em ployed in the 
Civil Service under Government looking merely to the results of the examina- 


tion. Some say the fewer the number of natives employed in the Civil 


Service, the better ; for if natives are employed in higher posts, respectable | 


and educated Englishmen will object to accept posts under them. Sir Lepel 
Griffin is a narrowminded man. Those who say that India has been con- 
quered for the glory and convenience of the English are enemies to the 
Government of India. Government is becoming unpopular by employing these 
men in work of administration. Now the number of narrowminded 
Englishmen in the country is very small; and the writer hopes that the 


members of the Civil Service Commission will not be guided by their 
opinion. 


III.— LeaisLattve. 


71. The Surabhi and Patdkd, of the 18th November, says that a 


provision like that in the Tenancy Act by 
Ccquendment of the Civil Procedure which royts are able to deposit to their great 


advantage with a Court the rent due to the 


zzmindar from them before the institution of a suit should be inserted in 
the Civil Procedure Code, empowering a debtor to deposit with a Court to 
his advantage the money due from him before the institution of a sult. 
There should be also such provisions in the Code for the serving ‘of notices 
asin the Tenancy Act. If this is done, debtors will be saved from the cost 
of litigation which has become very high. As the debtors tender, . payment 
generally before the men of the creditor it is difficult for them to prove 10 
Court that they have tendered payment. A provision of the above kind 18 
also necessary, inasmuch as creditors put off the taking back of money 
on various pretexts in order to increase the amount of interest. The syst® 
of conducting benami suits is very prevalent in this country. Rich men 
often conduct cases against people in the name of poor people in order that 
the defendant may not obtain costs if the suit is decided in his-favout. 
For this reason the writer recommends that where there is sufficient. cause 
the plaintiff should be required to deposit costs. There should be cleat 
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provisions about the deposit of money by judgment-debtors before the 
execution of decrees and about the serving of notices upon’ them. ‘Creditors 
cannot often recover the money due to them as the Small Oause Courts 
have no power of selling standing crops which are immovable property ; and 
3g after cutting crops debtors often transfer them to other persons before 
the creditors can obtain an order of attachment. and sale. Section 622 of the 
Civil Procedure Oode, which provides for the making ot motions in the High 
Court against the decisions passed by lower courts in cases in which there is 
no appeal, does not apply to all cases in which errors are committed by lower 
courts. Thus parties have to suffer. The writer recommends that provisions 


should be made for allowing motions in those circumstances in which second 
appeals are allowed. 


72. The Samaya, of the 19th November, says that the Secretary of 
State has’ pointed out that the Lieutenant- 
Governor has no right to extend the area of 
Calcutta without a parliamentary law sanctioning such extension. The writer 
thanks the Secretary of State for his statement that the area of the Calcutta 
Municipality need not be extended, and that the Calcutta Municipality 
should manage its affairs in the way in which a large English municipality 
manages its affairs. The writer objects to the provision in the Municipal Bill 
that voters will have to give votes at the place of election. Many eminent 
men will refuse to go to the place. Many also will be prevented by their 
business from going there. The electors should be allowed the privilege. of 
removing a Commissioner who may act against their wishes. Such an 
arrangement will not diminish their independence, but make them act with 
greater care. In the provision which says that Municipal Commissioners 
will not be able to take contracts from the municipality, the words “ directly 
or indirectly ” should be inserted. Imprisonment has been made « dis- 
qualification for Commissioners. Imprisonment includes simple imprison- 
ment, as well as imprisonment with hard labour. It was settled that. 
one who has suffered simple imprisonment can become a Commis- 
sioner at the time of considering the case of Baboo Surendro Nath 
Banerjea. Why then has the ambiguity been kept? A severer 
punishment should be provided for Commissioners who may have recourse to 
unfair means for getting elected. Municipal money should not be spent 
for the municipal market. Municipal money should not also be spent for 
slaughter-houses, inasmuch Hindu ratepayers consider slaughter of cows 
tobe asin. It may be urged that upon that principle bathing ghats by 
the Ganges side should not be constructed out of municipal money. 
The writer has no objection to the application of this principle to 
this case also. There is no necessity for making any provision for 
the payment of municipal grant to schools, The Calcutta Municipality 
will never be required to pay aid to any school. It is very unjust 
to take police charges from the Municipality. Though Sir Evelyn Baring 
declared three years ago that Government should bear the police 
charges, the Municipality has not yet been relieved of those charges. It is 
unjust to spend municipal money for the reception of eminent - persons. 
Money should be raised by subscription for such purpose. If municipal 
peney is spent for that purpose the money paid by poor ratepayers will 
€ spent. 
73. In noticing the ere of eee mae agp Robe to the 
a ae engal Legislative Council, ‘the Dainik, of 
Mitrer oa monches ad the hagal ings the 21st November, says that Kali Nath Baboo 
ative Council. ’ is an able and well-known Commissioner of 
the Calcutta Municipality, and His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor will get 
much valuable information from ‘him regarding the Municipality. Such 
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information will be of immense service to His Honour in the discussion 
the Bill for the amalgamation of the Suburban Municipality with that of Cal 
cutta, which will be taken up in the next sitting of the Legislative Counci) 
But Kali Nath Baboo has become unpopular for the part he took in th. 
discussions on the slaughter-house question, and they euspect that he will 
help the Lieutenant-Governor to carry out his purpose. 


1V.—Nartrvz Srates. 


Sonapar & Patna, 74. The Surabhi and Patékd, of the 18th November, referring tothe 
Nov. 18th, 1886. statement of Lord Dufferin that ‘thereis y, 
object dearer to his heart than to make 
tbe native princes understand with what 
kindly feelings he regards them, and how anxious he is to respect their right 
to maintain their dignity, and to add to their consideration and ézzat, The 
writer says that it is a matter of regret that the officials seldom’ ac 
according to the sentiments expressed by them with regard to native 
princes or the native public. Referring to the statement of the Libera] 
that the fact that the Guikwar was able to make a display of his large 
wealth before the Viceroy, shows the nature of the peace and. securit 
which the British Government has given to this country, and that if Russia 
comes “the first thing she will do will be to march straight t 
Baroda to lay hold of his (the Guikwar’s) four crores worth of jewels 
besides cash,” says that at the time when people could not show 
their wealth to the Mogul Emperors probably the people of no country 
could show their wealth to any king. The English really act in the way 
in any country to which they may go, in which the Ztberal apprehends | 
Russia will act if she comes to India. The jewels of the Burmese King 
were sold the other day. The spoliation of the Begums of‘Oudh and of 
Chait Singh has been recorded by history in dark characters. Such 
occurrences still take place. The English are now draining away, the 
‘wealth of India in a civilized way. They have left behind. their former 


The English Government and the 
wealth of the native princes. 


barbarity. | 
SaNsrvant, 75. The Sanjtvani, of the 20th November, says that Government is | 
no i iia not on good terms with Sikkim. Odn_ hearing 


the proposal of Government to send. Mr. 
Macaulay and others to Thibet, the soldiers of Thibet entered Sikkim 
and erected a wooden fortress there. They have not as yet withdrawn. 
Government, it is said, is blaming the Rajah of Sikkim: for this. But 1s it 
wise to disturb a hornet’s nest ? esd 
Daim, 76. The Lainit, of the 23rd November, says that Bengalis are 
eh er ee an eye-sore to Englishmen. European 
officers cannot tolerate the advancement. of 
Bengalis to high offices anywhere. Baboo Nanda Lal Haldar, . Barnister- 
at-Law, was appointed as Law Officer by the Maharajah of Bikaneer. 
Captain Talbot, the Political Agent, was from the beginning trying his best 
to obtain the dismissal of the Baboo, and he has at last succeeded in his” 
attempt. Nunda Lal Baboo has been ordered to leave Bikaneer.. This ® 
a matter of great regret indeed. : ae 
77. A correspondent of a same paper is sorry to find that ar 
; ributary States of Orissa have not improv 
eee ee by their contact with the English. The 
position of the Rajas appears to be ambiguous. The High Court be 
declared their estates to be beyond the jurisdiction of British India, but te 
local officers are putting obstacles at every step in the way of their ache 
independently. The Commissioner of Orissa, who is also the Superinsee” 
dent of these States, has no time to do the work of superintendent 
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man. ' 
The — which Government reposes in this man is working immense 
VI.—MiscxtLanzovs. 


78. The Burdwan Sanjtoant, of the 23rd November, says that ™° 


yanufacture of cutlery at Kanchan- Kanchannagur is famous for its knives, 
pagur. : Government is using in its offices the knives, 
manufactured by Premchand Mistry, Another Mistry, Gour Chandra Dey 
has learned to manufacture very good knives. The editors of. principal 
newspapers, to whom the knives were sent, have praised them highly. There 
are three principal causes for which the inhabitants of Kanchannagur can- 
not carry on knife manufacture on a large scale. These are (1) want of good 
smiths ; (2) want of funds; and (3) want of scientific instraments. Want of 
good smiths can be easily supplied by giving proper training to apprentices, 
but unfortunately the people of this place have neither means nor expe- 
rience. Besides knives, scissors and razors of the very best quality are 
manufactured here. There is no hope for the Indians if they are unable 
to effect improvement in this manufacture. India has not as. yet been 
entirely impoverished. Even now there are many rich men imbued with 
patriotic feelings. 
ote Unrya Parurs, 


79. The Samvdd Bahike regrets that the practice of allowing 
Ravages by wild buffaloes at Bala. Wild buffaloes to enter the Balasore town 
sore. has been the cause of great mischief to care- 
less people, inasmuch as an old woman was killed a few days ago by one 
of them. It therefore requests the authorities to take the matter into 
their special consideration. fe 
80. The same paper points out that some of the shopkeepers of the 
his ot dhbicitesl diese and of eee: Balasore town are selling adulterated ghee 
sine oil mixed with cocoanut oil at and kerosine oil mixed with cocoanut oil, 
vam. notwithstanding the prohibitions of that 
Municipality. It therefore requests that severe steps should be taken to 
remove the evil. | : 
81. The same paper publishes a letter from a reliable correspondent, 
Prevalence of theft and robbery in in which it is stated that theft and robbery 
the Baliapal thana in the Balasore are rife in the Baliapal thanain the Balasore 
- district, and that the police have proved 
themselves quite incompetent to bring the criminals to justice. In endors- 
ing the remarks of his correspondent, the editor observes that the autho- 
tities should take the matter into their special consideration. 
82. The Utkal Dipika, as also its contemporary of the Sedaka, request 
the zemindars and Rajas of Orissa to en- 
courage indigo-plantation in Orissa, as 
the soil of that Province is specially suited for the purpose. F 
83. The same paper suggests that, along with the abolition of Postal 


Reduction of money-order fees for motes by the Postal Department, the money- 
— not exceeding two rupees and 


Indigo plantation in Orissa. 


Department. : 


84. The Sebaka entertains a favourable opinion of:Mr. Bolton, the 
new Magistrate of Cuttack, of whom it speaks 


Mr. Bolton. 


&° F 


» in very flattering terms. 


a order fees for sums not exceeding two rupees 

and a half should have been reduced from 
two annas to one anna. ‘This would have, on the one hand, removed the 
want of Postal notes, and, on the other, added to the income of the Postal 
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85. The same paper writes an article on “ The National Congress” 
which eat at Bombay in the December of 
Subjects po: te considered by the 1885, in which it: exhorts all the political 
pests iets abate associations of India to send their represen. | 
tatives to Calcutta, where the second meeting of the Congress will take place 
in the December of the current year. It lays down the following rules for 
the guidance of the Congress :— 


In the first place the National Congress ought to be more pr. 
presentative in its character. Its first meeting at Bombay last year wa 
attended mostly by members from Bombay and Madras societies, We 
hope this year representatives will come to Calcutta from all parts of India. 
This is a very difficult task, but labour and perseverance may overcome all 
difficulties. | 

In the second place there ought to be sufficient funds for carrying 
out what the Congress desire. The funds may be supplied by different 
associations through their respective representatives. The Congress ought 
to spend the money in the interests of the Indian nation without showing 
any undue favour to any particular class of Indian society. 

In the third place the subjects of discussion ought to be limited. India 
has many wants. ‘ihey can never be supplied at once. In fact it will take 
a large number of years before she can obtain what are generally called 
constitutional rights. It is therefore proper that the attention of the 
Congress ought to be directed to subjects tnat require immediate solution. 
We suggest the following two for their consideration:— 

There ought to be some reformation in the legislature of India. The 
Legislative Councils in India are more or less formed with members who are 
nominated and appointed by Government. The Members of the Councils 
ought to be elected by each Local Board that is being propused to be estab- 
lished, or has been established in different parts of India under the Local 
Self-Government Act. , 


— — Vl OT Oe ee CU 
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